
F.I.G
Family in the Gap



Zechariah 3:10 In that day, declares the 
Lord of hosts, every one of you will  
invite his neighbor to sit under his 

vine and under his fig tree.



Why F.I.G?

Nothing is more exciting or fulfilling than investing in children.
Through Project HOPEFUL's FIG program you can touch the
life of an orphan forever. Lend your voice to help find a family
for a waiting child. Become a FIG Advocate today and begin
the journey of a lifetime.

You can make a difference!

Throughout the Bible the fig tree is a literal as well as symbolic
fixture. Its name, "Te-enah" means to "spread out,"
giving the sense of safety and security. In this same way, FIG
Advocates offer comfort and help to orphans by being their
Family In the Gap. Through advocacy and relationship, the gap
is bridged between where the child is - an orphanage - and
where they belong - a loving family.



FIG Advocates  
stand in the gap 
with orphans  

around the world 
and say,  

"You are not alone"



At Project HOPEFUL our dream is that NO child affected by HIV or
other severe special needs waits for their forever home due to
ignorance or lack of funding. With the FIG Program, families and
individuals who cannot adopt can still provide for orphans. The FIG
program is the perfect opportunity to love and care for orphans and
help meet their real need for a family. As a FIG member, you join
with Project HOPEFUL in refusing to forget the children left behind.

What does advocacy look like?
There are four aspects to FIG membership: pray, commit, advocate,
fundraise.



We ask FIG Advocates to commit to pray for their FIG child regularly. Orphans have 
many needs, but perhaps one of the biggest, is their need for spiritual covering. 
Orphans often receive little spiritual guidance and they lack mentors to pour into 
their lives. FIG advocates can spiritually care for waiting kids and fill the much-
needed role of mentor. A child will feel valued when they know someone like you is 
taking the time to pray for them. Project HOPEFUL encourages advocates to pray 
for God’s hand of blessing over their FIG child; for health and daily sustenance; 
and for emotional, physical, and spiritual provision. Advocates commit to "pray 
their child into a forever family" by asking God to move hearts so that space is 
made for that child within a family. Advocates are highly encouraged to develop a 
relationship with the family that commits to adopting their FIG child, and continue 
to intercede on the family's behalf during the adoption process. Most of all, we 
ask FIG members to pray that their FIG child comes to know the love of Jesus.

Psalm 66:18-20   But certainly God has heard; He has given heed to 
the voice of my prayer. Blessed be God, Who has not turned away my 

prayer nor His loving-kindness from me. 

Pray



"Intercession is truly universal 
work for the Christian. No place 
is closed to intercessory prayer. 
No continent - no nation -  
no organization - no city -  
no office. There is no power on 
earth that can keep intercession 
out."

   -Richard Halverson



Commit
A priority of the FIG program is to promote and facilitate adoptions of children with 
HIV/AIDS and other special needs. In order to achieve this goal, FIG advocates 
make a year-long commitment to advocate for a specific child of their choosing.

Enrollment in the FIG program begins with a financial commitment of $300 
to your FIG child. This financial support is payable through a 12-month billing 
cycle or a one-time gift. It is used as the seed funds for your child's FIG 
adoption grant fund. The adoption grant fund helps eliminate financial barriers 
which sometimes keep children from finding a place within a loving family.

If your FIG child is not placed into a family within that year, we encourage 
you to renew the commitment to your FIG child for another year.

Advocates can also partner with foster families. Through FIG program support, 
foster families who might not otherwise be able to afford fostering a child, can do 
so. The family structure that foster care provides orphans is far more beneficial than 
institutions. FIG advocates develop long-term relationships with their FIG child and their 
foster family. It is sometimes possible for advocates to visit their FIG child in-country.



Sometimes I would like to ask God why He allows poverty, famine and 
injustice in the world when He could do something about it... But I'm 
afraid He might ask me the same question. 

" " - Anonymous



You shared your voice 
with me  

when I found  
I had lost my own.



Advocate
Advocate FIG members commit to give their voice to children who might otherwise 
be voiceless. Orphans with HIV/AIDS are often marginalized. Advocates are 
passionate about spreading awareness of the FIG child's needs, and are 
excited to enlist partners to join them in finding a forever family for their child.

Project HOPEFUL has many educational materials for advocates to use to educate 
people about HIV/AIDS facts. We are here to support the work of our FIG advocates.
Project HOPEFUL provides each FIG advocate with author access to the Project 
HOPEFUL association blog in their state. The blog is a great place to direct 
people for more information about your work on behalf of your FIG child. Any 
and all activities and fundraising events you plan are featured there as well. Use 
the blog to keep friends, family and supporters up-to-date on your advocacy work. 
You can also create your own personal blog. Advocates are invited to submit their 
fundraising events and ideas to media@projecthopeful.org to be published in 
official Project HOPEFUL Facebook, Twitter and newsletter announcements.

We encourage FIG advocates to speak at their church or other social groups to spread 
the word about HIV/AIDS, the needs of orphans and, specifically, their FIG child.



Fundraise
Fundraise Project HOPEFUL recognizes that not everyone is able to adopt a child. 
While an individual or family may not be able to adopt, many are looking for other 
ways to provide homes for orphans through their support of adoption. Finances 
are the biggest barrier keeping children from being adopted, next to fear of HIV/
AIDS. FIG Advocates have an incredible opportunity to tap into the resources 
of adoption supporters by fundraising for their FIG child's adoption grant fund.

The average international adoption cost is $24,000-30,000. That seems like 
an insurmountable amount at first, but advocates are surprised to see their 
funds grow little by little. With determination, fortitude and a little creativity, 
thousands of dollars have been raised by advocates for their FIG children.

All funds raised by FIG advocates go into a Project HOPEFUL account designated 
specifically for that child. When a family begins the adoption process for that child, 
those funds are sent directly to their adoption agency to cover adoption expenses.

In order for a donation to be tax-deductible it must be sent directly to Project HOPEFUL.

NOTE: Project HOPEFUL currently uses PayPal to collect funds. PayPal 
charges a fee that is immediately deducted from each donation by PayPal.



Here are just a few ideas 
to help get your creative 

fund-raising juices  

flowing:

1. Sell Project HOPEFUL FIG 
T-shirts. (All proceeds will be 
directed to your child’s fund.)

2. Make your own craft items to 
sell.

3. Stage a fundraiser spaghetti 
dinner with a Project HOPEFUL 
donation receipt as the ticket to 
get in.

4. Give up your special cup of 
coffee out and make it at home 
for a month. Encourage your 
friends do to the same.





Count me in!
I wish to become Family In the Gap to a waiting orphan child. Sign me up to be a FIG advocate.

Name: ____________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________

   __________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________

r  I agree to a one-year commitment as a FIG.  I will pray, advocate and actively raise funds for an adoption grant for my FIG child.  
r  I agree to a $25 monthly donation made through a onetime gift or a 12 month billing cycle.  
r  I agree to participate on the Project Hopeful blog monthly.
r  I understand that 5% of funds collected are used to maintain the FIG program.

Signed:_____________________________  Date:_______________

Mail the completed form and your first $25 donation to Project Hopeful, PO Box 350 Plainfield, IL 
60544. For questions, email Traci at figs@projecthopeful.org.



http://www.projecthopeful.org/waiting-kids

How can there be too many 
children?  That is like saying 
there are too many flowers. 
  
  - Mother Theresa

To meet the many wonderful kids still waiting for a family visit our waiting child list:

www.projecthopeful.org


